United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/771.205 



02/0.V2004 



7590 06/23/2009 

Law Office of Jesse D. Lambert L.L.C 
406 Audubon Blvd. 
Lafayette, LA 70503 



MCDONALD, SI I AM 1 .M . I . 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/771,265 


Applicant(s) 

ROGERS, TOMMIE L. 


Examiner 

SHANTESE MCDONALD 


Art Unit 

3723 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
applicants admitted prior art in view of Ahlstone. 

The Applicant's admitted prior art teaches a tong assembly comprising a power 
tong, a backup assembly coupled to the power tong, wherein the backup unit 
comprising a hook shaped member, 60, for receiving a tubular and first and second 
rotatable jaws, 20, each of the jaws having a tong die, 30, comprising a base portion 
and a gripping portion, comprising a toothed surface extending substantially over the 
entire surface, and whereby the tubular is forced into the hook shaped member by the 
backup jaw and tong die thereby rotationally fixing the tubular with respect to the 
backup unit, and wherein only one of the tong dies contacts the tubular at a given time. 
The prior art teaches all the limitations of the claims except for the gripping portion in 
profile view comprising a segment of an arc of a circle, with the center of the circle being 
displaced from the centerline in a direction away from the point of rotation of the backup 
jaw, and the non-symmetric shape comprising a section of a parabola. Ahlstone 
teaches the gripping portion in profile view comprising a segment of an arc of a circle, 
with the center of the circle being displaced from the centerline in a direction away from 
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the point of rotation of the backup jaw, and the non-symmetric shape comprising a 
section of a parabola, (fig. 5). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to provide the tong assembly of the admitted 
prior art with a tong die, as taught by Ahlstone, in order to enhance the gripping 
capabilities, and since both inventions teach a tong assembly with toothed tong dies for 
gripping tubulars. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/3/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

After further consideration of the claims, claim 5 contains method steps. The 
limiations of, "when backup forces are required in a first direction of rotation, said first 
tong die is brought into contact with the tubular by rotation of the rotatable jawon which 
said first tong die is mounted, the tubular is forced into said hook shaped member and 
rotationally fixed with respect to said backup assembly", and the limitation, "wherein 
when backup forces are required in a second direction of rotation, said second tong die 
is brought into contact with said tubualr by rotation of the rotatable jaw on which said 
tong die is mounted, said tubular is forced inot said hook shapted member and 
rotationally fixed with respect to said backup assembly". The apparatus claim 5 teaches 
a power tong, a backup assembly comprising a hook shaped member for , for receiving 
a tubular and first and second rotatable jaws, 20, each of the jaws having a tong die, 30, 
comprising a base portion and a gripping portion, comprising a toothed surface 
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extending substantially over the entire surface, and whereby the tubular is forced into 
the hook shaped member by the backup jaw and tong die thereby rotationally fixing the 
tubular with respect to the backup unit, and wherein only one of the tong dies contacts 
the tubular at a given time, and the gripping portion in profile view comprising a segment 
of an arc of a circle, with the center of the circle being displaced from the centerline in a 
direction away from the point of rotation of the backup jaw, and the non-symmetric 
shape comprising a section of a parabola, which is taught by the combination of the 
admitted prior art in view of Ahlstone. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHANTESE MCDONALD whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-4486. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on (571) 272-4485. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S.L.M. 

June 21, 2009 



/Joseph J. Hail, III/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3723 



